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Good morning ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the criminal 

division of the Circuit Court.  The Circuit Court considers criminal cases 

that are classified as felonies.  Felonies are crimes which are punishable by 

death or imprisonment in the  state prison.  Misdemeanors are crimes which 

are punishable by imprisonment in the County Jail.  Misdemeanors are tried 

in the County Court  unless they are joined in the Circuit Court with a 

felony charge. 

In a few minutes the jury selection process will begin for the case(s) 

set for trial this week.  Before we begin, I want to give you some 

information about the nature of criminal trials so you will have a better 

understanding of what is expected of you. 

First, I want you to relax and try to consider your jury service to be 

an educational experience as well as service to your community. 
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